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Minister of Zoonoaiss Ludvig Erhard, lntsrcwtiv^julr rorscvnsd for hi* la* 
tlmte oonmetlco idtli tho "almrls* of Osrasny 1 * ret* >t /-verity, 1* cm «C 
tht pollUMl figure* ant frequently asnticnsd so < suocossor tu 

Cfctnesllor Soond Atamusr* KJrrt appointed HinJ jt«/ <*/ w.-.oTics in 19b9» 

Ur. Erhard «» re»«tyfl&’stod In 1:^3 i* 957 5 * - v'Jtiett, anad *1 — . 

ehtnetllar# XMsaralr popular with the pjhlis, l» Is .;■ *»U*b^r t*w M OPfld aot 
po w rft l non to the Girisvit;; L-jzrocrttic ‘Jnion ( - 

Sssee 

Lixhdg Eitvard v.»s bom f»Vruary L- 1697 in ■'frefc, :V#i\riA# AXtor »W 
tsnrtlnff ttao BoalochuXa ic Ms rativo c*ty f % * oriU.ra^ v'n 'iemn 

AVOQT in I91*73f la *1.410 *« soTirrelj vorjfeted# L.-vr r *'.c.r '• ho return*! to 

wf ■ otuUjM and in 1921* merino a dectomts in r<‘ 1 * \ ? 'V*'* r ; aotv from thft 
University of Frankfurt. -U: spsnt tbo next fear ^werch for var- 

ious bus laws f<ra*. 

In 1928 Dr# "'btaurd joiwd tU« ir* VI tort* for ~ocr :^V; .nation «t 
flfinbsrg, first at a scisr.tific assistant, then as ui% rion chiof, and fin a ll y 
4 * director trem 1933 to 19l2 ha v*e f^carl 4 o r? ■' &. ^.Having a hitter 
djUpab* «tth ’.illy Liobal, Lord :%yor of :\imfc*rn ** - v ^ppanfShror# 
yey d tptst the last thrta yuare cf ■'tori J Var 11 no ' 're . :ir ->r tna TStituta 
for Industrial Research in NxnrcbaTE Bayreuth* -^vr- u reit£«r of the Mul 
Party or any of it a affiliate®, Erhard la rapetnd tc bani in frequent eon- 

tact with Karl O&rdslsr, • lending figure ill tie July 19it. p-Ot agaiart Jlitler* 

T— iille* ilj after tto i»mr. coll-.pw in Hoy i:L5, /rfard «i appointed 
wwte .dvlaar to the Aeerieen Nili’.ery Ooumst in : ??*r rnd Kiddle fraif 
oodo. la October 19t»5 to va» named toTarian State Waiter o" Sconaalee, a 
pee It ins to held ratil ’'nr to rT 1916 rn t» i«tl gred ir vcc-.se Oireetor of the 
Notogr «#d Credit Office of the Bleoael £cor/nla .-U'.on. Wiile otounr* 

lag this po.it ion omord prepared the c<aronco* rof«‘v. cr 1 often eeotltatod 
tto btoi. for tte ritocxjuint preeperity of the fe>^ir?l i#>i.hlto. 

Mud ertered political life in 15ti9 with hie oa ec'.?‘.r. to tto B to deetog 
a. COO doptxty /reel tto Ula dUrtriet In fed*r>»vftrttoai ira. Cr. Septaator W, 

19t9 to w. appointed Kiaiator of Eccn os&n and hae »ir.« ' -fa re ep pointod in 
JJ5J nd 1957. In Moreb 1959 he eae noalaatod a caasidat* i’t tto P reeidep cy 
of tto fodorel Republic, a largely oeramlal pceitio- , V. ■ '\»ellned the toeer, 
Mating that to pr ef e r red to re at in Minleter of Seo.ic -dcr. 
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The gcoam&tt 

Apoatla of the mrket acoix^y, 11 Dr. Erfaord 5.* v,A. outotwidlfig Oar- 

M e x pon ent of aa unfst^/rrad eccooolc rrata^, with foci- E, but not eoclal* 
la tic, i1m v Be hoc ofton prodaimd that bvalnotp . W m w tba nood 
of the national comuM.tj. Erhard ii* e rru? -.'jrtar of Evvo?«sct» union and of 
Oarov) participation Jr* tha Coal-Steel Gcpsau-JLt/ (t ' >* > feale, honmr, 

that t<« CSC and als&r prr>cta can achieve only liitr.* cbjvctima* and 
that, be cam e of the cc-trol# an * rdain'.etrative apr:ui Ua e. tailed, further 
•oononlc integration would not bo In Uie liitacraart oi a ft v and near* pgo- 
dactln frTOpaan aeorxa?*. Erhard tolj <>*:%* that tho li^lrp&;.»«hae condition 
for tha raataratton af rur<r»an a^ononli: unity Ip the e^ir/nshion of fines* 
elal and aconcartr controls * cartels, rj d al\ farta nf trr. v.«. A 'xriximtiOQ. 

Erhard's eucceatdvl effort# to a^cura peonage of an snti-cart/tl law 
have imndiad hie In acne fairly renc -»*ou/s dispute* w^ti ‘jemrn mdaetrlal* 
lata* Tha neat r*-ant fxarvv-^ip oscurad in Hatch 195* dicr. Ctrl Meunann, 
rlaa president of the paverful Federation af tost Omw/j j'vtvttiy and head 
of tha national Association of Textile Industry, ate tod tivit continued vor 
l<M rr*f a4 rg edherrooe to &fcard*a principles would ?.e *d to c a If -d estructi on 
In aaaqr Industries and called far anti rely new oconoxic c 'rsc.e; ta. Aoeordlsg 
to tha Maosy In Notmann'a attack eeamd to bear rc.t rinora that iom 

influential Industrial elrdlea had mdo concerted efforts to lm Exfcard 
amiaeted aa a eewAiato for tha presidency in aa attend *oo re a m tha 1> 
anmanlaat Econonics Klnleter Dtcj act ire polities* *Mc rX nj*yr addad that 
tha reset len of the CDU Bendeata a faction, aacy ecenonir cAiorrere, and tha 
general public dearly d soars tratad Erhard f s continued Mir?s ;.ruad popularity 
In tha Federal Republic. 



A fit* ball rear Ir. Oman alAg'umrt with tha Wbet, Erhard is antfcu 
pro In Icon. Ha freqaeotly taVaa public cor^j.o^ce of Anarl 
financial oood ri b ut io p e to toot Oaraaiy and In 1951 itodtrxii "Anerloe 
Clean oa tha omega and atrangth to start lift anew." 



Sdard la in extrovert radiating an ataoopbore of «t-nj , all-feeing* 
optlaUn, and rigor* An able axtonporanaoua speaker, to la prouably a batter 
toltar than listtror, since ha la fimly convinced cf the c^rract’>aaa of hla 
opdnlflwa* In diocooaing ao onort a problem ha 1# incline sc be declaim, 
amatliat proftae arlal, and foroefui to tha point of toln^ -h. 



forthright and Inpatient, Erhard cannot be celleE di r 7 j^tlc either in 
action or ap aa ch . During tha oourea of Mb tour of soatbaeat Asia, 

Ida bluntneea cauaod a oonoldorablc furor tjrjor^ local official#. 

Id CaylaB, fbr asaopla, tha Klniatar of food and Agriculture Irfora&d Zrbard 
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BMUP* IndEtfa (continued) 



Ceylon did not vant sjy private Icveetsnnt* fro r V * *cr., ‘ltuttaV* c<x.n» 
to this Ward roplied that he uui glad, bocsua* be * mt rrep*red 
to any Goman Investor* that they put their »cmy in Ceylon* 



tills that Erhard has little talent Tor the political 
which he would bo required to play should he boeono 
ChancalioH btTOtofero hla interest In party politics a : ,pt:i* to hero 
confined to obtaining support ;v the iayleaentatlan ci bu? «coQon£e 
• Ho la alto sold to bo a poor administrator* FoV; t it iViende and 
mala* agree that Erhard ’» primary interest i* li. tzcrivsic aattara ad 
Ho la not notably weli-lnTca^asri or vexy Interested in foreign efftixe. 



Or* W w rd eaotee cigars elaoot constantly and driidee liberally but with 
no visible offset* He has boon mrried olnoe 1923 to the f kin Letter* 
o children* Er» Erhard ie e iVotoatant* 
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